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INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of this book is to give the researcher and collector 
photos and information about the rank structure, uniforms, and 
regalia of the Political Leaders during the Third Reich period. 

The SA (Sturmabteilung, or Storm Troops) was the first 
uniformed organization of the NSDAP (Nationalsozialistische 
Deutsche Arbeiterpartei). Many of their rank and uniform insignia 
were steeped deep in German history and tradition. The NSDAP 
was not the first to use the death head symbol, nor were they the 
first to use the swastika, and the oak leaves have long been a symbol 
of strength in German culture, 

The Fiihrer, or Leader, Adolf Hitler was the supreme and only 
leader who stood at the top of the NSDAP hierarchy. When Hitler 
came to power on January 30, 1933, his Political Leaders were not 
the uniformed “golden pheasants” then, which they would later 
become. Many of the rank insignia and uniforms were non- 
standardized. This would all change over the next few years and 
continue to change until 1945. 

The NSDAP was the real controlling power in Germany during 
the period of 1933-1945. It possessed a complicated structure that 
paralleled and overlapped every function of the state. The only 
route to success in power ran through the party or one of the 
organizations connected with it. Party membership was an essential 
qualification for almost all positions in government, to include civil 
servants, teachers, judges and lawyers. 

The purpose of the party was to educate and control the masses 
with their propaganda and system of networking information about 
what each person was thinking and doing, from the home all the 
way to the national level. 

By the end of 1933, 25% of all party members were either 
civil servants or teachers. So many opportunists were joining the 
party, that Hitler banned further membership in May of 1933. 

After the Rohm purge on June 30, 1934, the SS and the NSDAP 
emerged as the winners and continued to grow in power and 
influence. This purge was also felt within the Political Organization 
of the party. At the beginning of 1935, 19.8% of lower ranks (district 
leaders and below) were no longer in office. 

Party membership was re-opened in May of 1937, but was 
limited to: 


* Persons who held continuous membership in paramilitary 
organizations 


* NS Women’s League 


+ Functionaries of the German Labor Front (DAF) since 10-1- 
34 


* Cell and Block Leaders who had held office since October 
1936 


* Leading HJ officials 
* Individuals who had performed special services for the party 


May 1937 membership stood at 2.4 million and by December 1938 
had risen to 3.9 million, Unrestricted membership was opened May 
1, 1939 to February 12, 1942 when it was permanently closed. 
After that time, new members were only to replace losses by 
attrition. By 1940, party membership was at 6.5 million. 

Many Political Leaders at the highest levels served part time, 
and had full time jobs outside the party. At the end of 1942, the 
party had a total of 242,511 Political Leaders of whom 85,327 were 
full time positions. 15,711 of the full time PL were of military 
service age, but draft exempt. There was always a shortage of 
Political Leaders and it was still possible to become a trainee 
without being a member of the NSDAP. 

Adolf Hitler never intended his party to be all inclusive and in 
fact felt that only about 10% of the population should be in the 
party, a figure which was never exceeded. 

There were four main levels within the NSDAP party; the Reich 
or national level, Gaw or state level, Kreis which would be 
equivalent to a county level, and the Orts, or local level. 

By 1943, the party consisted of forty-three Gave, 890 Kreise, 
30,601 Ortsgruppen, 121,406 Zellen, and 539,774 Blocks. The 
political leaders of these levels were the “Hoheitstrdger”; the 
“bearers of sovereignty”, or party faithful. 


Introduction 


Period publication c.1940 showing NSDAP structure. 
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In addition to these four levels, there was the party court system 
which was the NSDAP judicial system established to review 
members violations, misconduct, and complaints. A system of party 

«schools to educate party leaders was also established in 1936 called 
“Ordensburgen”, or literally order castles, 

Dr. Robert Ley was an early member of the party who served 
as the Gauleiter of Rheinland prior to Adolf Hitler appointing him 
chief of staff over the Party Organization and Reich Organizational 
Leader. 

Dr. Ley was the person most responsible for the political 
leader's rank system and uniform designs, which came into effect 
after 1933. Prior to 1933, the first uniforms were very plain brown 
shirts with little or no.rank identification. 

Dr. Ley established the uniforms and regulations and compiled 
these into periodicals and books, the most quoted and referenced 


one being the “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP”, which was 
published in seven volumes from 1936 until 1943. Many people in 
the hobby today feel these books were strictly adhered to, but during 
the period these books were often referred to as “Ley’s fairy tales”, 
since so much of it was ignored. In fact, some political leaders 
instructed the people under them to ignore the book completely. 
While Dr. Ley was responsible for the uniform design and 
regulations, the details of the manufacturing were under control of 
the “Reichszeugmeisterei” or RZM (national material control 
office). This was an organization (a Reich main office) established 
on April 1, 1929 to control and supervise the production and pricing 
of all Nazi Party uniform items. It was located in Munich and 
belonged to the task assignment of Reichsleiter Franz X. Schwarz. 


CHAPTER ONE 


RANK SYSTEM 


This list shows the Political Leader rank structure 1932-1933 and their English translation: 


Blockwart 

Zellenwart 
Ortsgruppenleiter 
Kreisleiter 

Gauleiter 
Landesinspekteur 
Reichsinspekteur 
Reichorganisationsleiter 


This list shows the Political Leader rank structure from 1934-1939 and their English 


Block warden 

Cell warden 

Local group leader 
District leader 

Province leader 

State inspector 

Reich inspector 

Reich organization leader 


translations. Note that in 1936, additional ranks were added: 


Unterabteilungsleiter 
Blockleiter 
Abteilungsleiter 
Zellenleiter 
Amtsleiter 
Stuetzpunktleiter 
Kreisamtsleiter 
Amtsleiter 
Gauinsptekteur 
Ortsgruppenleiter 
Kreisleiter 
Stellvertretender Gauleiter 
Gauleiter 
Reichsleiter 


1936 rank additions: 


Mitarbeiter 
Stellenleiter 
Hilfsstellenleiter 
Hauptstellenleiter 
Zellenleiter 
Stuetzpunkleiter 
Hauptamtsleiter 


Assistant Department Leader 
Block Leader 
Department Leader 

Cell Leader 

Office Leader 

Base Leader 

District Office Leader 
Office Leader 

Province Inspector 
Local Group Leader 
District Leader 

Deputy Province Leader 
Province Leader 

State Leader 


Collaborator or Colleague 
Department Leader 
Assistant Department Leader 
Main Department Leader 
Cell Leader 

Base Leader 

Main Office Leader 
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Rank System 


4; Gouteiter. 3. Blodwart, "5. Sellennar. 7. Qrisaruppenteiter, 9, Mreisleiter, 
2 Biodwart. 4, Gauleiter. 6. Landesin{yettor, 8. MeihSinipeftor. 10, ReidSorganifationsteiter. 


Period publication c,1933 showing early uniforms and tabs. 


Stabowalter am tinten Yen. Sonft 
wie Amtowalter 


Derdienftabsei 
ber Uinloeiee td Globewaliee 


rattionsfiprer des Neidotages: 
mbeofarben im fdwargen uadeat. 
Sienftangug wle Landesin{pettene 


Grattionsfliprer (Gtadtocrordncter): 
tabiwapyen Aas amet mn Qua beak, 
Dienftangug wie Kreisleiter 


 Landtagsabgeordnete, 
O Be el 


Period publication c.1933 showing early tabs and headgear: 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Reichsleitung 
Spiegel: Karmesinrot 
Paspelierung: Goldgelb 
Miitzenband: 
Dunkelbrauner Samt 


Links Reichsleiter: 


Spiegel mit stlbergesticktem 
Hoheitszeichen 
Goldene Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrife 4.6X6 cm 


Rechts Amtsleiter : 


Spiegel mit swei goldenen 
jestickten Gardelitzen 
dene Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrige 4X7 em 


Links 
Abteilungsleiter: 


Spiegel mit zwei silbernen 
ge estickten Gardelitzen 
iIberne Mitzenkordel 
Spiegelgripe 4X7 cm 


Rechts 


Unterabteilungsleiter : 
Spiegel mit ewet silbernen 
Winkeln 


Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgribe 4X5,6 cm 


Gauleitung 
Spiegel: Rot 
Paspelierung: Rot 
Mitzenband: 
Dunkelbrauner Samt 


Links Gauletter: 


Spiegel mit ypeltem 
goldenem Eichenlaub 
(Stelivertreter ein Eee att 

Goldene Miitzenkorde! 


Spiegelgrife 4,8x6,2 “th 


Rechts Amtsleiter: 
Splegel mit ewei silbernen 
ickten Gardelitzen 
Stiverne Mutsenkordel 


SpiegelgréBe 4X7 cm 


Links 
Abteilungsleiter : 
Spiegel mit swel silbernen 
‘eln 
Silberne Miitzenkordet 
Splegelgripe 4x 5,0 cm 
Rechts 
Unterabteilungsleiter : 
Sptegel mit einem silbernen 
Winkel 


Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrépe 4X 5,6 cm 


Period publication c,1934 showing rank, headgear; and uniform insignia. 
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Rank System 


Kreisleitung 
Spiegel: Dunkelbraun 
Paspelierung: Schwarz 
Miitgenband: 73 
Dunkelbrauner Samt 
=a, 
Links Kreisleiter: 
Spiegel mit zwet goldenen 
genickien Gardelitzen 
‘oldene Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgripe 4x7 em 
Rechts Amisleiter: 
Spiegel mit zwet silbernen 
gezitckien Gardelitzen 
ilberne Miitcenkor del 
Spiegelgrépe 4x7 cm 


Jinks 
Abteilungsleiter: 
tegel mit swei silbernen 
Seat akelt 
Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrépe 4X5,0 cm 
Rechts 
Unterabteilungsleiter: 
Spiegel mit einem silbernen 
Winkel 


Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrépe 4X5, cm 


Ortsgruppenleitung 
Spiegel: Hellbraun 
Paspelierung: Hellblau 
Miitgenband : 
Hellbrauner Stoff 


Links 
Ortsgruppenleiter : 
Spiegel mit swet goldenen 
estickten Gardelitzen 
joldene Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgripe 4X7 em 
Rechts 
Amis- u. Stiitzpunktleiter: 
Spiegel mit <wei silbernen 
gestickten Gardelitzen 
Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgréfe 4x7 em 


Link: 
Zellenwart: 
Spiegel mit swel silbernen 
Winkeln 


Silberne Miitsenkordel 
Spiegelgrépe 45,0 cm 


Rechts 
Blockwart: 
Spiegel mit einem silbernen 
Winkel 


Silberne Miitzenkordel 
Spiegelgrfe 45,6 cm 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Tafel 12 


NACHDRUGK VEREOTEN: 


Uniform und 
Rangabzeichen der Politischen Leiter der NSDAP 


Reichsleitung 


gon 


Reichsleiter Hee Haupt Amisleiter £ 
DienstL_ Amtsleiter 


HLL 


Haupt- Stellenl. _Hilfs- Mitarbeiter Onatinnant 


Dienstanzug 


Stellenleiter Stellent. 
Gauleitung 
Gauleiter stellv. Amtsleiter ‘Haupt- Stellent. Mitarbeiter 
Gauleiter _ ,_ Stellenleiter 


oe 
il 


Kreisleiter Stellenl. Mitarbeiter 


Ortsgruppenk SttzpunktL  Amtsleiter le Stellenl. el 


A = 
Beisitzer 


Reichsleiter Beisitzer Gaurichter _Beisitzer__Kreisrichter 


Plate from early book c,936 showing rank and uniform insignia. 
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Rank System 


Dr. Ley began work on a new and final rank structure in early April/May 1939 the new rank and insignia were previewed by Ley 
1938. Promotions and ranks were frozen March 1939 in preparation and released for all to see. These new ranks became effective June 
for the new rank system, which was to be released later that year. 9, 1939, after Adolf Hitler approved them. 


Dr Robert Ley inspecting the new armbands circa early-1939. 


Tita 


Dr: Robert Ley inspecting the new collar tab insignia circa early-1939. 


1S 


Dr Ley inspecting the new uniforms prior to them being introduced to the public. 


Rank System 


This list shows the final Political Leader collar tab rank structure from 1939-1945 and 
their English translations. Note that at this time positions such as Reichsleiter, Gauleiter, 
Kreisleiter, and Ortsgruppenleiter were now designated by the armbands and the collar 
tabs indicated the grade/level position within the rank: 


Politischer Leiter-Anwaerter (nicht PG.) Political Leader Candidate (not a Party member) 
Politischer Leiter-Anwaerter (PG) Political Leader Candidate, Party member 


Helfer Assistant 

Oberhelfer Senior Assistant 
Arbeitsleiter Work Director 
Ober-Abeitsleiter Senior Work Director 
Haupt-Arbeitsleiter Head Work Director 
Bereitschaftsleiter Sub-Division Leader 


Ober-Bereitschaftsleiter 
Haupt-Bereitschaftsleiter 
Einsatzleiter 
Ober-Einsatzleiter 
Haupt-Einsatzleiter 
Gemeinschaftsleiter 
Ober-Gemeinschaftsleiter 


Haupt-Gemeinschaftsleiter 


Abschnittsleiter 
Ober-Abschnittsleiter 
Haupt-Abschnittsleiter 
Bereichsleiter 
Ober-Bereichsleiter 
Haupt-Bereichsleiter 
Dienstleiter 
Ober-Dientsleiter 
Haupt-Dienstleiter 
Befehlsleiter 
Ober-Befehlsleiter 
Haupt-Befehlsleiter 
Gauleiter 
Reichsleiter 


Senior Sub-Division Leader 
Head Sub-Division Leader 
Detachment Leader 
Senior Detachment Leader 
Head Department Leader 
Community Leader 

Senior Community Leader 
Head Community Leader 
Section Leader 

Senior Section Leader 
Head Section Leader 

Zone Leader 

Senior Zone Leader 

Head Zone Leader 

Service Leader 

Senior Service Leader 
Head Service Leader 
Command Leader 

Senior Command Leader 
Head Command Leader 


Sonderbeauftragter - Special Representative 


Political leaders with special functions or duties could get the title “special representative” 
(Sonderbeauftragter) in their level of service — Kreis, Gau or Reich, but this was only 


possible if the Reichsorganisationsleiter gave his permission. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


| MORITZ RUML,KUNSTYERLAG, LEWP2IG 027 


Reichsleiter oe 


Ober- 
Befehisieiter Befehisleiter 


_ Befehisleiter Haupt- Ober- 


dienstleiter —_dienstleiter 
“= 
* 
 Mitze und Dienstanzug 


Haupt- Ober- Bereichsleiter jupt- 
& Bereitschaftsleiter bereichsleiter bereichsleiter abschnitts- 
* (Blockleiter) leiter 
é¥ 
Abschoitts- Haupt- r-  Gemeinschafts- laupt- 
_ abschnitts- leiter — gemeinschafis- gemeinschafts- leiter einsatz! 


leiter leiter 


Einsatzleiter eo 
oy 


Ober- Bereltschafts- “ Haupt- 
bereltschafts- bereitschafis- leiter arbeitsleiter 


einsatzleite 
ieee feiter leiter 
; & e 5 Politischer-Leiter- 
-arbeitsleiter 


P. Anwéarter 
Grundfarben ‘der Spiegel: (P.) (Nichi-Ps.) 

_.__ Ortsgruppe 

bis —— hellbraun i 
y reisleitung Kragen-, Milzen-,. iegel- u. Armbindenpaspe! 
bls einschl. Dienstleiter.... s+. dunkelbraun e Oneeiee .hellblay 

Gauleitung Kreisleitung.....weiB 
bcc eapotler u. Gauleiter....hellrot Gauleitu; dunkelrot 
- ichsleitun = 

bis einscht. Hauprberehisicter u- Reichsleiter..kormesinrot __Relchsleitung....goldfarben 
ri 


Plate from period book ¢,1943 showing rank and uniform insignia. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


THE ORTSGRUPPE 


The Ortsgruppen level was the local level, or small towns, _ as head and the Zellen level (or cells), with a Zellenleiter as head. 
controlled by the Ortsgruppenleiter who was often the mayor. _A typical Block had thirty to forty households in it and above this 
Within the Ortsgruppe, there were the Blocks with a Blocksleiter level the Zellen consisted of four to six blocks. 


Picture of an early Ortsgruppenleiter Political Leader of the Gautagung in Koblenz on October 22, 1933, at the 
Ortsgruppe Neuwied. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Pre-war service brown shirt for an Ortsgruppe Hauptstellenleiter, Note the 
silver buttons to match the silver tresse on the collar tabs. 
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The Ortsgruppe 


Early Political Leader 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Pre-war service tunic for an Ortsgruppe Hauptstellenleiter, Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


The Ortsgruppe 


Model 1939 service tunic for an Ortsgruppenleiter, with leather belt and 1939 pattern PL buckle. 


Sy 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Close up of the wartime Ortsgruppenleiter tunic with Gemeinschaftsleiter collar tabs an 


The Ortsgruppe 


Model 1939 service tunic for an Ortsgruppe Obergemeinschaftsleiter, with brocade belt and dress aiguillette. 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Side view of the Orts Obergemeinschaftsleiter tunic, with armband to denote the wearer as an NSDAP Ortsgruppenieiter 


The Ortsgruppe 


i 


oR 
ou 


Dienftanjug mit Blufe Dienftmantel 
(ohne piftole, da noch nicht vertiehen) elm Marfth in gefthlofenee formation und belt 
Serecitigung yum Teagen: Atle Polltiftien Cetter (auch ohne Tornifter) gefthloffen ju trage? 


Dienfitang: Oberhelfer 
‘Biafating: Lelter einer Hilfsftelle in der Ortsgruppe 


Plate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" book showing uniforms. 


; Mitarbelter in Der Ortsgruppe 


‘afel 6 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


emeinschaftsleiter. This tunic 


‘A double-breasted white dress tunic for an Ortsgruppenleiter with the rank of Hauptgs 
is named to the mayor of a town close to Hitler's birthplace. 
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The Ortsgruppe 


Left side view of the white double-breasted tunic for Ortsgruppenieiter: 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Below: Cl he Ortsgruppenleiter armband. 


Right: Tailor’s private maker label in the white double-breasted Ortsgruppenleiter tunic: 


CHAPTER THREE 


THE KREIS 


The Kreis level, or district, was similar to a county and was the In 1943, the war powers of the Kreisleiters incr 
lowest paid position within the party. This level was very important dramatically. They were given police powers and directed w 
especially during the war years as the leader of the Kreis, the rounding up deserters, foreign laborers, and other slackers. 
Kreisleiter, had vast powers over welfare money, food, and defense. 


Kreis level Political Leader wearing no 
wear yet pre-1939 armband a 


abs or piping. This picture shows post-1939 vi 
no collar piping, which was contrary to regulations. Co 


elt, and medals in 


The Kreis 


Pre-1939 brown shirt service blouse for a Kreis Amtsleiter. Buttons are silver to 
match the silver bars on the collar tabs. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Side view of the Kreis Amtsleiter brown shirt. Note the pre-1939 black piping for Kreis level. Close up of the 
insignia on the early Kreis Amtsleiter blouse 
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The Kreis 


Pre-1939 service tunic for an NSDAP Kreisleiter; with white tab and collar piping introduced for the Kreis level in 1939. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


BAAN Gye) Ye 


WORST, KURT, MdR VOLM, KONRAD, MdR 
Kreisleiter Erkelenz Kreisleiter Geilenkirchen - Heinsberg 
Goldenes Ehrenzeichen, Blutorden Goldenes Ehrenzeichen 


SAAL, GABRIEL EICHLER, CUNO 
Kreisleiter der Kreise Monschau und Malmedy Kreisleiter Bonn-Stadt und -Land 


Many Kreis level Political Leaders continued to wear their pre-war insignia throughout the war years but with 
white piping in place of the pre-1939 black as i illustrated in this 1941 book,'"20 Jahre Soldat Adolf Hitlers". 
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The Kreis 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Pre- 1939 tunic for a Kreis level Spielmannszugfuhrer or Band Leader: Without collar tab and collar piping, the Kreis 
level is indicated by the dark brown “swallow’s nests’ 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Side view of the musician's tunic. The swallow’s nests with gold tressen are of the wartime pattern. 
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The Kreis 


Model 1939 named Kreisleiter service tunic with the rank of Oberbereichsleiter: Note the armband sewn upside down. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Model 1939 dress tunic for a Kreis Oberbereichsleiter, pictured with parade dress aiguillette and brocade belt with 
extremely rare brocade dress pistol support cross strap. 
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The Kreis 


D 
pi Rall oat een toa 


Te |: Ortsgruppenieiter, Politifihe Letter Berechtiqui t : Ortsgruppentelter, Politifthe Ceiter 
som 6 jamtes, elnet Gauhaupiftelte, einer dom Teiter eines mles, einer Gauhaupiftelte, einer 
Retasftetie aupwiets Reidsftette aufiotiets 
Die : fjaupt-Abfehnittstetter Dic : Gemeinfthafisieiter 

fung: Areistelter : Ortsgeuppentelter Tafel 9 


Plate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" book showing brocade belt and holster: 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Parade dress aiguillette. 


The Kreis 


Close up of parade dress aiguillette showing RZM tag 
and metal tips. 


Close up of parade dress aiguillette showing button 
pin shoulder device. 
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Side view of the Kreis Oberbereichsleiter tunic. The armband denotes the wearer's position as a Kreisleiter 
Opposite:The very rare brocade pistol support rig, Note the metal holster suspension device and the metal Political Leader eagle on the holster flap. 
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Above: Close up of brocade pistol support rig front. 
Opposite: Close up of brocade pistol support rig rear; 
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Model 1939 rare double-breasted dress tunic for a Kreis Bereichsleiter, with the armband for NSDAP Kreisleiter. 
Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


The Kreis 


Ausgehanzug 


Aus: ehangug 
einreihig, hellbraun jwelreihig, mit hellbraunem Rock 
Beremtigung jum Tragen: Alle Politiftren Ceiter a 
Dienfteang: faupt-Bereitfchapstelter Meratgang yum Tengen: Otsgappenitt, pone fe 
‘Dienjiffeliung: jettenteiter Belts elle pena fsamtes, elnet Gauhauptftelle, ene 
Diengtielter 
citer eines fhauptamtes in Der Relchstelt¥™s 


fel 10 Ab Ort mnloiter, Colter 0. frelsamtes, Gauhauptftelle, 
Heimsfietie aufwoicts mit FetDvinde 


Plate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” book showing double-breasted tunics. 


Sst 


Uniforms of the NSDAP- 


Model 1939 Kreis level greatcoat or Mantel for a Kreisleiter with the rank of Bereichsleiter, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THE GAU 


The Gau level, which was similar to state, had at its head the 
Gauleiter. There were over 150 men who held the rank of Gauleiter, 
during the existence of the NSDAP. The power at this level was 
immense. Several early Gauleiters had no experience in 
and n 
corruption and scandals within their area. The number of Gaue 
varied over the years; as of 1933 there were thirty-six, in 1935 this 
number w: 


administrative matt 


y were dismissed in disgrace over 


reduced to thirty-three, and as Austria and conquered 
territory was added to the Reich, this number increased to forty- 
three. 


The Gauleiters ruled their areas like princes, often with tom 
disregard for direction from above. Many even ignored or simp! 
refused to follow orders from national leaders and even in som 
cases, from Adolf Hitler. 

Each Gau had a Deputy Gauleiter and many intrigued a 
their Gauleiters (later, during the war, often at the directic 
Reichsleiter Bormann). On August 23, 1939, Adolf Hitler dee 
that no Deputy Gauleiter could ever become the Gauleiter in ® 
Gau in which he served. 


re- and post-1939 


The Gau 


Pre-|939 service tunic for a Gau Hauptstellenleiter: Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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Pre-war service tunic for a Gau Oberabschnittsleiter with 1939 pattern insignia 


The Gau 
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Close up of insignia on the Gau Oberabschnittsleiter tunic, showing the original 
bright red pre-war collar piping in contrast to the later wine red piping on the collar 
tabs and armband, Earlier Gau level tunics often retained the pre-1939 bright red 
collar piping when wartime insignia were added. The armband denotes the position 
of Leiter eines Amtes, 
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SCHMIDT, DR. KARL GEORG 4 MdR THIEL, ROBERT 
Gauwirtschaftsberater, Oberbiirgermeister der Hauptbereichsleiter 
Hansestadt KéIn, Goldenes Ehrenzeichen Goldenes Ehrenzeichen 


MERZENICH, TONI SCHMITZ, FERDINAND 
Gauamtsleiter, Rassenpolitisches Amt, Gauinspekteur Gauamtsleiter, Gauinspekteur 
Goldenes Ehrenzeichen Goldenes Ehrenzeichen 


Gau Kéln-Aachen leaders c.1941, many shown to be without collar piping of any kind 
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The Gau 


WINKELNKEMPER, DR. PETER WINKELNKEMPER, DR. TONI 
Gauamtsleiter Gauamtsleiter e. h. 
Oberbiirgermeister der Hansestadt KéIn Intendant des Reichssenders KéIn 


KOLKER, JULIUS BRANDES, ROBERT 
Pe th ool ‘ Gauamtsleiter, Leiter des Gauheimstéttenamtes 
aecnulang! Bargermeister der Hansestadt Kéin 
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The Gau 


alt 
eas 


fiir Abteilungsleiter des Gavamts fiir Konmunalpoli tis 


Ore bee owen 


“TUT nrok sents relies fiie—pemmune pebble 


1.) Gau : _... Miirttomborg ng Hohengol tern, BERN AT RERAE Ce 


2.) Rreia: Stuttgart 


3.) Mame’: en eG ear 
4.) Sohnovt : ..., Stuttgart......, Gtrage ... Wemnen .....: nr, 84. 


5.) Geboren am .}7a7%"1894.... in .Sehnamberg,,...reig ,Werndorf, 


6.) Sebtge Tatighett Operrechnungarat kei -der Ministerialabteilung | tir, . 


Pe ee vit at und Korperschaftaverwal tung 
eth eS 


7.) Mtglted ver NGM Felt; Oktober 1932... mitgt.mrt 314.126... 
8.) Yehige Mertertutigkert ,Vertrauensmann des Ants fiir Beamte und — 


Ratsherr | der Stadt Stuttgart 


9.) Ble gu Gaufe telef.- gu iia anos 2M, beam, 214 99. 


10.) Selefonanruf im Dtenft Schlosszentrale 2408 - oder, 214 99. 


bon. . 


Bihler’s period information sheet for the Section Chief of the Gau office. 
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EUNINGER a 
a Tree bi 


The Gau 


Buhler's wartime service greatcoat. 
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Courtesy of Bob Cole 


The Gau 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


‘Another tunic for a Gau Bereichsleiter named to the same man, Note the embroidered collar tab insignia on this 
tunic, Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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The Gau 


Bereichsleiter tunic showing err mte: 


Qn in the buttonhole an d is se upsi n, a. common tailor’s error 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Reichsleiter Baldur von Schirach shown here wearing his armband upside down, Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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The Gau 


Model 1939 PL service tunic belonging to Kurt Schéssler of the Gau Thiringen. He was the Gau educational leader 
and Golden Party badge recipient number 91043, having joined the party June |, 1928. 
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ichsleiter tunic. Note metal collar tab fittings and armband for Leit 
Hauptamtes, Note the pre-193 and the wine piped tabs indicating that he up; 
after 1939. 


The Gau 


Tailor’s label in the tunic of Kurt Schéssler. 


15, Juli 1929 


90 Feb. i325 &hiiving, 1167 


EHRENZEIGHEN 


VERLIEHEN 


Photo of Kurt Schéssler from his party personnel file. 
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Schéssler's service greatcoat for a Gau Bereichsleiter with armband for the position of Leiter ei 


s 
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iter with armband for Leiter eines Amte: 


ouble-breasted dress 


<a 


he Gau 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Side view of the white Gau Dienstleiter tunic. 


The Gau 


Tailor’s label in the Gau Dienstleiter white tunic. 


y 17, 1942, 


+ Forster pictured wearing the white service tuni 
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Very rare Model 1939 double-breasted dress tunic for a full NSDAP Gauleiter 


The Gau 


R® . 
4 


) mpd) J} 


¢ © 


39 double-breasted tunic 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Left side view of the double-breasted Gauleiter tunic. 
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The Gau 
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Gauleiter Dr Alfred Meyer, 


CHAPTER FIVE 


THE REICH 


The Reich level, or national, was headed by sixteen Reichsleiters 
who were in charge at the national level of departments such as 
Treasury, Propaganda, Press, Legal, Organization, and Party Courts. 

On June 2, 1933 Hitler appointed the following sixteen men 
to Reichsleiter: 


Rudolf Hess — Deputy to the Fiihrer (promoted to Deputy 
Fithrer four months later) 


Max Amann — Head of Party Publishing 

Phillip Bouhler — Chief of Hitler’s Personal Chancellery 
Walter Buch — Chief Judge of the Supreme Party Tribunal 
Walter Darré — Chief of the Party Agrarian Office 

Dr. Otto Dietrich — Party Press Chief 

Karl Fiehler — Chief of Party Municipal Policy 

Dr. Hans Frank — Chief of the Party’s Legal Office 

Dr. Josef Goebbels — Chief of Party Propaganda 


Wilhelm Grimm — Chief Second Chamber of the Supreme 
Party Tribunal 


Heinrich Himmler ~ Reichsfiihrer-SS (SS National Leader) 
Dr. Robert Ley - Chief of Party Organization and ROL 


Ernst Roehm — Stabschef der SA Party (SA Chief of Staff) 


Alfred Rosenberg — Head of Party Ideology and Foreign Policy 


Baldur von Schirach — Reichsjugendfiihrer HJ (National Youth 
Leader) 


Franz X. Schwarz — Party Treasurer 


Between June and October 1933, three more men were added to 
the rank of Reichsleiter: 


Martin Bormann — Chief of Staff to the Deputy Fuhrer 
Franz von Epp — Chief of the Party Colonial Office 


Dr. Wilhelm Frick — Chief of the Party’s Reichstag Faction 


Several changes and additions were made later to include: 


Viktor Lutze replaced Roehm after his death during the Night 
of the Long Knives in 1934 


Konstantin Hierl — Reichsarbeitsfiihrer RAD in 1936 (National 
Labor Leader) 


Adolf Hithnlein — Korpsfiihrer NSKK in 1938 (Corps Leader 
of the NSKK) 


Arthur Axmann — Reichsjugendfiihrer HJ in 1940 (National 
Youth Leader) 


There were a few other possible Reichsleiter appointments due to 
death or disgrace, but these are not confirmed by period sources 
and will not be addressed. 
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Pre-1939 service tunic for a Reich Hauptdienstleiter: This tunic is believed to have belonged to Dr: Gerhard 
‘Wagner, NSDAP Reichsarztefihrer (National Physicians’ Leader) 1934-1939. Note the Red Cross Decoration in 
the buttonhole, and the personalized addition of gold metallic piping to the armband. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


The Reich 


aie 


ees 


amaerernnnnnnene es 


Close up of the left collar tab on the pre-war Rei 


Hauptdienstleiter tunic. Introduced in 1935, only five holders 
of this pre-1939 PL rank have been identified. Courtesy of Clyde R Davis 
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Mode! 1939 rare double-breasted tunic for a Reich Bereichsleiter: Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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The Reich 


Close up of insignia on the double-breasted Reich Bereichsleiter tunic, showing 
embroidered collar tabs and armband for Leiter eines Amtes. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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The Reich 


Opposite 
Top: Reich level Oberbefehisleiter Marrenbach shown wearing a double-breasted 
tunic on January 29, 1942. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


Bottom: Gauleiter Karl Florian shown wearing the rare Einsatz- und Dienstuni 
nic on the western front with Field Marshall Walter Model and Reich Youth Leader 
Artur Axmann, This picture was taken on November 30, 1944. Courtesy of LTC (Ret.) 
John R.Angolia 


Right: Very rare Political Leader "Einsatz- und Dienstuniform" (service and duty 
nic introduced on March 23, 1944, Note the Blood Order ribbon, 
concealed button front, plain NSDAP armband, and lack of collar piping Owner 
label inside the pocket named to Miller 


uniform) t 


Below: Close up of pre-1939 poll 
belt. 


leader 76mm gilt open claw buckle on leather 
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Embroidered collar tabs on the PL Einsatz- und Dienstuniform for the rank of Reich Hauptbereichsleiter:This tunic 
was taken from the owner (believed to be Dr, Richard Miller) in Munich during the spring of 1945 by an American 
GThe capture letter states that Miller had such a bad attitude he was made to disrobe outside his headquarters, 
surrendering everything! 
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The Reich 


Reichsleiter Franz X. Schwarz’s double-breasted brown NSDAP Political Leaders uniform, last pattern insignia. 
With Reichsleiter’s Schwarz original Danzig Cross and War Merit Cross First Class without swords. Note the 
Blood Order Ribbon on the first buttonhole. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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The Reich 


Reichsleiter Schwarz's Model 1939 private maker double-breasted uniform: Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Reichsleiter Schwarz's double-breasted uniform without medals. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


The Reich 


A press photograph of Reichsleiter Schwarz wearing a brown double-breasted NSDAP uniform. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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se up view of Schwarz's tunic that shows the bullion armband anc 
within the collar tabs. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


The Reich 


Reichsleiter Martin Bormann’s Model 1939 white summer NSDAP double-breasted uniform. Bormann held many 
Positions within the party to include Chief of Staff to the Deputy Fuhrer, Reichsleiter in charge of the Party 
Chancellery, and Secretary to the Fihrer: Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Reichsleiter Martin Bormann. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


Opposite: Reichsleiter Bormann’s white double-breasted tunic featuring the post-1939 insignia. Courtesy 
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Close up view of Reichsleiter Bormann's white double-breasted tunic, Court 


Pages 101-102: Two Model 1939 white summer NSDAP single-breasted tunics belonging to Martin Bormann. 
Note the yellow piping which is correct for this style tunic. These tunics were found towards the end of the war by 
American Gls. Courtesy of Jason Burmeister 
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CHAPTER SIX 


NS SCHOOLS AND PARTY COURT 


Dr. Robert Ley set up the Ordensburgen school system within the 
party. These facilities were built with German Labor Front (DAF) 
funds and gifted to the party. Hitler formally accepted the first 
school on April 24, 1936. 

Ley had a hard time filling these schools initially and people 
within the party looked on appointments and enrollment as a career 
dead end. This attitude did not change until after war broke out 
and Political Leaders were suddenly needed in the conquered 
territories. 


The Party Courts were set up to arbitrate and rule on internal 
party cases and disputes. Since Adolf Hitler had the final say on all 
matter, the courts eventually lost much of their ability to function 
effectively. 

A directive on August 21, 1944 all but eliminated the functions 
of the Party Courts. This stated that Gauleiters and Kreisleiters 
could handle all except serious disciplinary cases on their own 
authority. 


NS higher leader of the Ordensburg Kréssinsee school pictured with family. Note “Kréssinsee” cuff title. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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39 service tunic for a student at the NSDAP Ordensburg Vogelsang. Silver buttons indicate pr 
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NS Schools and Party Court 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Alll Ordensburg tunics were piped in yellow; these being Reich level institutions. 


spper class trainee al 
Note the silver buttons 


ip. Courtesy of Clyde R. Dav 


a Fihreran\ 


1@ Blood Order 
shoulder boards (intertwined 
cord). Co f Clyde R. Davis 
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Stell d tile 


Named tunic for teacher or administrator in the Reichslager flir Beamte (in Bad T6lz). Note the special Tyre-Rune 
collar tabs. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


NS Schools and Party Court 


Another view of this rare tunic. This NS School was for civil servants who were to be educated in the ways of the 
party, In other words, an institution for the enforced political conformity of civil servants in the Third Reich. Courtesy 
of Bob Coleman 


11 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


IUSUAGE! 


Cuff title on tunic, “Stell. d. Fihrers Reichslager’ Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


View of shoulder board and collar tab. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


thools and Party Court 
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Service blouse (brown shirt) for a senior Richter am Obersten Parteigericht (Judge on the Party Supreme Court). 
Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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NS Schools and Party Court 


up of collar tab for 


eme Party Court) and kK 


CHAPTER SEVEN 


HEADGEAR 


Prior to 1933, headgear was very non-standardized, with many Political Leaders wearing 
SAstyle Kepis. Visor caps were introduced in 1933 and they continued to be modified and 
changed up until 1939, when the new uniforms were introduced. 


A very early pattern NSDAP political leader's 
kepi. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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Headgear 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


‘A first pattern NSDAP Orts level visor hat, note the plain 
brown hatband, Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


‘A very early pattern NSDAP Orts level visor hat with 
metal cockade and soft leather visor: Courtesy of Bob 
Coleman 
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Headgear 


Transitional Or 


insignia (inc 


wreath) for 


continued 
time. Courtes; 
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1939 pattern Orts level visor cap. 
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Side view of the Orts level visor cap. 
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Headgear 


Politifche-Leiter-Miigen 


Miigenkordel und Kniépfe in Gold oder Silber je nach Ausfiihrung der Spiegel 


Reichsleitung 


Gauleitung 


Rreisleitung 


Ortsgruppen- 
oder Stiijpunktleitung 


Tofel 5 


Bookplate from 1936 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing headgear 
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Left side view of the early Kreis level visor cap. 
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1939 pattern Kreis level visor cap. 


Side view of 1939 pattern Kreis level visor cap. 
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Headgear 


1939 pattern Kreis level visor hat with an embroidered wreath 
that was then applied onto the hatband. Note the bullion 
embroidered cap wreath was wor only with embroidered collar 
tabs (Abschnittsleiter rank and above), Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


1939 pattern Kreis level visor hat with the 
wreath directly embroidered onto the 
visor hatband. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Side view Kreis level visor: Note it is very rare to find direct embroidered visors. 
Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Below: Gauleiter Franz Hofer of the Gau Tirol-Vorariberg shown wearing a pattern 
1939 Gau level visor: Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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Headgear 


Gauleiter Dr: Hugo Jury of the Gau Niederdonau shown wearing a pre-1939 pattern Gau visor: Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


Tafel 26 
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ww 


Politifehe-Ceiter-miige Politifche-Ceiter-miige 
im fireis 


in der Ortsgruppe 


S 


a aga 


ay a oo 


eret* 


feibriemen 
60 mm breit 


—— a * 


feldbinde 
goldfarben gewirkt 
52 mm breit t 


Bookplate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing headgear. 
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Headgear 


1939 pattern Gau level visor cap. 


: 


Hil 
Hi 


Side view of 1939 pattern Gau level visor cap. 
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Gau level visor hat with a wreath directly 
embroidered into the hatband, Note the bullion 
embroidered cap wreath was worn only with 
embroidered PL collar tabs (Abschnittsleiter rank 
and above). Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


Side view of the Gau level visor cap. Courtesy of Bob Coleman 
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Headgear 


own wearing an embroid 
1944, Courtesy of Clyde R. Ds 


tesy of Richard Horton 


jpn 
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Headgear 


Top: 1939 pattern Reich le 
Bottom: Side view of 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


‘Above: 1939 pattern Reich level visor cap. Courtesy of Richard Horton. 


Opposite 

Top: Pattern 1939 visor cap for Reich level. Note the bullion embroidered cap wreath was worn only with 
embroidered collar tabs (Abschnittsleiter rank and above), This visor belonged to the Political Leader whose 
Einsatz- und Dienstuniform tunic was previously pictured. 


Bottom: Side view of the visor cap for senior grade Reich level Political Leaders, 
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Headgear 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


are pattern |939 Ri 
nk of Reichs! 


he gold metallic piping at hatband indicates the 
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Headgear 


Side view of the Reichsleiter white summ 
t Fr cap is correct. Courtesy of By 


v: Dr Josef Goebbels with an ui 
e pattern 1939 


resy of Clyde 
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Above: A pattern M-43 political leaders hat with yellow piping 
Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Dr: Robert Ley shown wearing the M-43 style Political Leaders cap. 
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Headgear 


Pre-1939 visor cap for Party Court officials as worn by a President of a Gaugericht, Kreisgericht, or Ortsgericht, or 
by a Chamber President of a Gau or Kreis Court. Note the dark royal blue piping. Right Side view of Party Court 
visor cap. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis. 


Pre-1939 field or overseas cap for Orts level. Note the 
1936 pattern silver metal Political Leader cap eagle. 
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eld or overseas cap for Gau level. Note 
the embroidered 1931 pattern cap eagle and 1935 
n enameled cockade. 


Three variations of Political Leads 
caps, Courtesy Ci 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 


PENNANTS AND FLAGS 


The party faithful leaders (the “Hoheitstrdger”) had vehicle The Party Faithful Leaders had a pre-1939 style vehicle 
pennants, typically on each side of the front fender, which they _ pennant and two post-1939 styles. The pre-1939 and the early post- 
displayed while driving anywhere on party business. The driver 1939 style had Gothic letters, while the late or last style had block 
side (left) pennant was the NSDAP swastika while the passenger __ letters. 

side (right) was the level within the party and later (post-1939) the 

position and rank indicator as well. 


zine article circa August of 1942 sh 
level Deputy Gauleiter pennant 


143 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


wn pennant on the Vehicle in the back groun 
int, as head of the Party Chancellery. Courtesy of 


The Signal magazine picture als 
believed to be Martin Bormann 
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Pennants and Flags 


| Left fender vehicle pennant for lower level Political Leader, in protective celluloid 
cover 


Left fender vehicle pennant for lower level Political Leaders, in protective celluloid 
cover 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Left fender vehicle pennant for senior level Political Leaders, in 


protective celluloid 


oid case. 


litical Leaders. Note the fender pole, 


Left fender vehicle pennant for senior level Pé 
pole top, and mounting hardware. 
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Pennants and Flags 


Post-1939 vehicle pennant for an Ortsgruppenieiter: 


Post-|939 pattern metal vehicle pennant for an 
Ortsgruppenieiter: Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Pre-1939 vehicle pennant for Kreisleiter 


bat) 
PN IS 2, 


Metal variant of a wartime vehicle pennant for Kreis level Leiter eines Hauptamtes 
and Leiter eines Amtes. 
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Metal variant matched pair of wartime vehicle pennants for a Kreisleiter in the final pattern. 


Pre-1939 vehicle pennant for Gau level Amtsleiter and Stellvertretender Gauleiter; 
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Pennants and Flags 


Post-1939 vehicle pennant for Gau Leiter eines Amtes. Courtesy of Dan Tarkinton 


Pre-1939 vehicle car pennant for a Gauleiter in protective celluloid cover 
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Right: Pre-1939 vehicle car pennant for a Gauleiter 
protective celluloid cover. Courtesy of Richard 


Pennants and Flags 


; 


Post-1939 vehicle pennant for Gau level 
Leiter eines Hauptamtes (final pattern with 
block letters"GL"), Courtesy of Bob Coleman 


qoseeeeoussaonoesesessenas2nosenonOaa aa O AOS 


Post-1939 pattern metal vehicle pennant 
for Gau level Leiter eines Hauptamtes. 
Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Post-1939 vehicle pennant for Stellvertretender 
Gauleiter (earlier version with Gothic letters “GL"), 


A set of veteran acquired post- 1939 (early version) Gauleiter vehicle pennants. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Pennants and Flags 


Note the gold wire embroidery on the 
Gauleiter vehicle pennant. Courtesy of Bruce 
Beck 


Post-1939 vehicle pennant for Gauleiter; in 
protective celluloid cover, 


ISS 
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Post-1939 pattern Gauleiter pennant. Courtesy of 
Richard Horton, 


Post-1939 early style vehicle pennant/plaque for 
Gaul tal plate, These were 
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Pennants and Flags 


Reich level Hauptdienstleiter, Hauptamtsleiter; or 
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German Labor Front/ 
sleiter Dr: Robert Ley, 


Robert Ley in his vehicle, Note 
on the right fender and 
on the left fender. Co 
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Pennants and Flags 


Alte Garde (Old Guard or original members) vehicle pennant as used on touring buses when these members 
traveled the country to promote the party. Courtesy of Dan Tarkinton 
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Pennants and Flags 
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Political Leader vehicle pe 
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NSDAP flag (Hohe 


burg 12. Courtesy of Bob 
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Pennants and Flags 


SDAP 
Amt furBeamte 
COBURG 


NSDAP flag from the t 
Coburg. Note the 
static swastika. Cou 
Beck 


The Labor (DAF) Front flag 
from the town of Coburg 
Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Top left: First pattern pole top (finial) for the Hoheitsfahnen der NSDAP (flags of 
the Political Leadership). Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 


Above: First pattern pole tops visible as unidentified Deputy Gauleiter speaks. 
Left: Second pattern flag pole top (finial) for the Hoheitsfahnen der NSDAP (flags of 
the Political Leadership) 


Opposite:A veteran aquired tapestry which was taken from the Berlin Chancellery 
by a member of General Eisenhower's staff. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Extremely rare banner for the Schellenbaum of the marching () 
band for NSDAP Kreis Luxemburg, 


CHAPTER NI 


ARMBANDS 


Prior to 1939, Political Leaders wore a plain swastika armband, Many high ranking Political Leaders armbands were finely 
After 1939, the armband — made with gold bullion wiring to the oak leafs and borders. Most 
and also signified rank. Political Leader armbands were constructed with the more yellow 


and ranks were denoted by the collar tab: 
became the position held within the pa 


appearing celluloid material. 


Pre-1939 cloth swastika arn 
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Armbands 


Dienft{tellungsab3eichen auf der Armbinde 
der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAP. in der Ortsgruppe 


Ei 


politither-Celter- Ampiicter foiter wer nneaacee ered bs 
Leiter eines Sachgebietes Blorkobmann 
On an Lm 
VP, 7 
beets Leiter einer fauptftelle Leiter eines ES cig 
jellenobmann 
kX kX Se 
oy WP VP 
Blochhelf 
Betriebsblochobmann Preseason iusto (a). 
Km LA KA 
\o> Nr VP 
= — 
| Biodilelter 3ellenteiter Ortsgruppenteiter- 
Bettlebsobmann (8), pg cnet lee 


firaftwagenftander in der Ortsgruppe 


Ortsgruppentelter 


Bookplate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing armbands and vehicle pennants within the Orts level. 
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Armbands 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Armband for Ortsgruppe Betriebszellenobmann and Hauptbetriebszellenobmann. 


‘Armband for Ortsgruppe Blockleiter and Betriebsobmann (B) 


Armbands 


eats 


Serene 


(C und D) and Hauptbetreisobmann. 


Armband for NSDAP Ort: 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Ortsgruppenieiter with the rank of Hauptgemeinschaftsleiter. 


Armbands 


Dienftftellungsab3eichen auf der Armbinde 
Der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAP. in der Kreisleitung 


™~ 
> 


Politifeher-Leiter-Anwiirter Mitarbeiter, feiter einer filfsitetle 
gonderbeaufteagter: weifle Scheibe Leiter eines filfs{achgedictes. 
u, Hiokenkeeu; mit goldf. Einfaffung Ceitet eines Sachgebictes 


> 


feiter einer Stelle Leiter einer faupiftelle felter- eines Amtes 


m~ 
> 


Leiter eines frauptamtes fireisteiter 


firaftwagenftander in der Rreisleitung 


fireisleiter 


felter eines fauptamtes 


feiter eines Amtes firelsfrauenfthaftstelterin 


Bookplate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing armbands and vehicle pennants within the Kreis level, 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Armband for Kreis Leiter einer Hauptstelle. 
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Armbands 


Armband for Kreis Leiter eines Amtes 


Armband for Kreis Leite: 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Armbands 


NSDAP Kre 


Armband 


Armband f 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Dienftftellungsab3eichen auf der Armbinde 
der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAP. in der Gauleitung 


£m A 
me By 


politiftver-£elter- Anwwieter Mitarbeiter feiter einer fillfsftelie 
Sonderveauftragter: wel Stheibe Leiter cines Ailfsfacngebictes 
sorrenhtet} mit goldf. Einfafjung feiter eines Senetents 


feiter einer Stelle Leiter einer fauptftelle Leiter eines Amtes 
Se La 
ys Pa 


Celter eines fauptamtes Stelivertretender Gauleiter 
Gouleiter 


fraftwagenftander in der Gauleitung 


Gaulelter Stelloerteetender feiter eines faupt- 
Gaulelter amtes 


feiter eines Amtes Gaufeauenftraftstelterin 


Bookplate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing armbands and vehicle pennants within the Gau level. 
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Armbands 


Gau Political Leader wearing armband for Leiter einer Stelle. 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Armband for Gau Leiter eines Amtes, 


Armbands 


Armband for Gau Leiter eines Hauptamtes. 


Armband for Stellvertr 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Armband for NSDAP Gauleiter: 


Gauleiter Wilhelm Murr, 
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Armbands 


Above: A pair of last pattern Gauleiter collar tabs and Gauleiter armband. This set 
‘once belonged to Gauleiter Hinrich Lohse of the Gau Schlewig-Holstein. 


Right: Pre-1939 photo of Gauleiter Hinrich Lohse, 
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Dienftftellungsab3eichen auf der Armbinde 
der Politifehen Leiter der NSDAP. in der Reichsleitung 


Se SA 
\ NW? 
politifcier-Lolter-Anuoticter i Mitarbeiter, Leiter einer fillfsftette 


iragter: weifie Scheibe Leiter eines filfsfachgebietes, 
sean goldf. Einfaffung Leiter eines Sacngepictes 


~ mA ~ 
.> SS > 


feiter einer Stelle feiter einer fauptftelie feiter eines Amtes 


ya ™~ yan 
S .> Sy 
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feiter eines fauptamtes Leiter eines Ob. Amtes Reihsleiter 


Ceiter eines Ob. Amtes felter eines Amtes 


Reithsteiter felter eines fauptamtes 


felter einer faupttelle fjauptabtellungsielterin 
Reichsfeauenfiihrerin 


Bookplate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing armbands and vehicle pennants within the Reich level. 
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Armbands 


or Reich Mitarbe 


ter eines Hilfsachgebletes; and Leite: 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


eich Leiter einer Hilfsstelle. 


ee ee es 


SS 


Leiter einer Stelle. 
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Armbands 
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gars 
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Armband for Reich Leiter eines Hauptamtes. 


191 


7 
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Armbands 


Armband for NSDAP Reichsleiter: 


193 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Reichsleiter Walter Darré, 


CHAPTER TEN 


COLLAR TABS 


There were three collar tab pattern changes made during the period of 1933-1945, as 
previously mentioned, with additions to the second pattern in 1936. The first pattern insignia 
were c. 1933-1934, 


f _ israreteteninen der politijdjen Geiter 


Blodwart: Braune Spiegel mit 1 file 
bernen Winkel, Miige mit Vederriemen, 
RKragenumrandung filbern. 


Sellenwart: Sraune Spiegel mit 2 fil- OI 
bernen Winteln, Miiige mit Lederriemen, 4 
Keagenumrandung filbern. 


Orf{sgruppenteiter: Braune Spiegel 
init 1 filbernen Lise, Mugenfebnur fifbern 
miit 1 Knoten, Keagenumrandung filbern, 
Uchfetfednur auf beiden Sehuttern fibern 
mit 1 Rnoten, braun unterlegt. 


aera > 


Kreisleiter: Vraune Spiegel mit dop- 
pelter filberner Sige, Diigenfdnur ile 
bern mit 2 Knofen, Kvagenumrandung 
filbern, Udfelfeonur auf Seiden Sehuliern 
filbern mit 2 Snofen, braun unterlest. 


way 


Gauleiter: Spiegel mit einfach. Gold- 
fige auf Sellrotem Grund, Miigenfeynur 
golden mit 1 Knoten, Kragenumrandung 
golden, Achfelfehnur auf Leiden Seultern 
golden mit 1 Snoten, hellvot unterlegt. 


Reidsleitung: Karmefinvote Spiegel 
mit goldener Doppellige, Miigenfehnur 
golden mit 2 Rnoten, Kragenumrandung 


golden, Uddfelfdnur auf beiden Schultern Sleeve diamond worn by Stabsleiter (Staff Leader) of the NSDAP Courtesy of Dan 
golden m, 2Xnoten, tarmefinvot unterlegt, Tarkinton 


Tree OEE S 
. 


4 . 


Period reference book c.1933 showing first pattern insignia, 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


An assortment of early Political Leader insignia, 
1933. Shown are: (Top row, left to right) Zellenwart 
collar tabs (pair): Ortsgruppenleiter collar tabs (pair) 
and shoulder board. (Bottom row, let to right) PL 
sleeve diamond; Kreisleiter collar tabs (pair) and 
shoulder board. 


Left: Early political leader Blockwart tabs. 
Right: These early Blockwart tabs were 
never issued and still have the label attached, 
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Collar Tabs 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Dienftrangab3eichen der Politifehen Leiter 
Ortsgruppen- b3w. Stiijpunktleitung 

Ortsgruppenleiter 
Stiigpunkileitee 
Jellenleitec 
Blockleitec 
Amisleitec 


flauptftellenteiter 


Stellenteiter 


Rragen- u. 


Miigenpaffepoil Mitacbeiter 


Bookplate from 1936 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Orts level tabs. 
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Collar Tabs 


The second pattern insignia was worn from 1934 to 1939. The with light blue piping. The Party Court tabs were dark blue with 
Reich level tab was Crimson Red with yellow piping. The Gau the piping representing the political level in which they served. 
level tab was a bright red with red piping. The Kreis level tab was _ Retired or out of service Political Leader tabs were black with the 
rust brown with black piping. The Orts level tab was light brown piping representing the political level in which they served. 


4-1939) Ort 


gruppe a wn are left to right) Sti 
oair);Amtsleite 
Blockle 


ounktle 
eft to right) Mitart 


titzpunktleiter tab: Reverse of Ortsgruppe Stiitzpunktleiter tal wing RZM label. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Dienftrangab3eichen der Politifchen Leiter 


Rreisleitung 


Breisleiter 


Flauptamtsleiter 


Amtsleiter 


Flaupt(tellenleiter 


Stellenleiter 


Rragen- u. 


Miigenpaffepoil Mitarbeiter 


Bookplate from 1936 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Kreis level tabs. 


Collar Tabs 


Second pattern (|934-1939) Kreisleitung collar tabs, Shown are: (Top row, left to right) Retired Mitarbeiter; Amtsleiter 
(pair, with 1939 white piping); Kreisleiter (pair), (Bottom row, left to right) Stellenleiter (pair); Hauptstellenleiter 
(pair); Amtsleiter. 


Second pattern Kreis Amtsleiter tabs, Reverse of Kreis Amtsleiter tabs showing RZM label. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Political Leader still wearing second pattern Amtsleiter tabs during 


ae 


eft to right) Amtsleiter (pair) 
tellenleiter (pair), 


Second pattern (1934-939) G 
(pair). (Bottom row, left to right) Mitar 
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Gauleiter Martin Mu 


Eee 


Collar Tabs 


2 


7 


4713 


eS 
els 


Second pattern Gauleiter tabs 


Second pattern (1934-1939) Reichsleitung collar tabs, Shown are: (Left to right) Hilfsstellenleiter (pair); Retired 
Hilfsstellenleiter (pair); Stellenleiter (pair); Hauptamtsleiter; Hauptdienstleiter 


Reichsleiter Ley wearing the 1934 pattern tabs. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Dienftrangab3eichen der Politifehen Leiter 
Reichsleitung 


Reichsleiter 


Fauptdienftleiter 


frauptamtsleiter 


Amtsleiter 


Fioupt{tellenleiter 


Stellenleiter 


fjilfs{tellenteiter 


Rragen- u. 


Miigenpaffepoit Mitarbeiter 


Bookplate from 1936 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Reich level tabs, 


Collar Tabs 


Second pattern Reich Amtsleiter tabs, Reverse of Reich Amtsleiter tabs showing RZM label 


1934 pattern collar tabs for NSDAP Reichsleiter (RZM Standardmuster pair), Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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Oberftes Parteigericht 


Oberfter Pacteivichter 
Reichsleiter 


Rammeroorfijender 
‘am Oberften Pacteigericht 


Richter am Oberften Parteigericht 


Ajilfstichter am Oberften Pacteigericht 


Leiter der Gefchifts{telle beim Oberften Parteigericht 


Rragen- u. 
Miigenpafpel 


Mitarbeiter der Gefchéftsftelle am Oberften Parteigericht 


AO to i a a 
DUDE 


Bookplate from 1936 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Party Court level tabs. 
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Collar Tabs 


Dorfijender des Gaugecichts 


Rammecvorfijender beim Gaugericht 


Richter beim Gaugericht (Beifiger) 


Leiter der Gefchiiftsftelle beim Gaugericht 


Rragen- u. 


Miijenpafpel Mitarbeiter der Gofchiifts{telle beim Gaugericht 


Dorfiender des Reeisgerichts 


Rammecoorfigender beim Rreisgecicht 


Richter beim Rreisgericht (Beifiger) 

Leiter der Gefchaftsftelle 
beim Ateisgericht 

Mitarbeiter der Gefchafts{telle beim Areisgericht 


AGA eee 
ALA WuAAt 


Bookplate from 1936 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing Party Court level tabs. 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


An assortment of NSDAP Party Court collar t 
Orts-Beisitzer (frst series, pair); Mitarbeiter 


s (1933-1939), Shown are: (Left side, top to bottom) Kreis baw. 
.r Geschaftsstelle beim Gaugericht (second series, pair); Gaurichter/ 
Vorsitzender des Gaugericht (first series, right side). (Right side, top to bottom) Beisitzer beim Obersten Parteigericht! 
Richter am Obersten Parteigericht (both series, right side); Richter am Obersten Parteigericht with long service 
(pair); Reichsleiter/Oberster Parteirichter (right side). Note Party Court tabs are extremely rare. 
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Collar Tabs 


Second pattern Reich Richter am Obersten Part 
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Dienftcangab3eichen der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAD. 
in dec Ortsgruppe 


olitifcier-Leiter- 
aati ‘rict-Ba.) vaitoer ee: fielfer Oberhelfer 


Arbeitsteiter 


fcbetsteiter artuneite 


Bereitfafisieiter 


ober. rt. 
Bereithafstelter geretfhtseter 


Einfapleiter 


infanier eamfantatee 


Ober a 
semsioprer sent Gemeingthaftsteiter Gemeletansieice 


Abfthnittstelter 


Ober- 
Abichnittsteiter 


Abseichen fiir Frauenfchaftsleiterinnen 


VV 


Orts - tab mato hme 
fraeesiaont Engerer 51 feweiterter Stab (aut miit-pg9n.) 


Bookplate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Orts level tabs. 
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Collar 7 


On March 21, 1939, the Fiihrer ordered Reich Organizational 
Leader (ROL) Dr. Robert Ley to design and begin to implement 
the final Political Leaders uniforms and insignia. The old uniform 
and insignia could be worn up until December 31, 1941, however 
with the war in progress; the implementation was never completely 
carried out. Many Political Leaders wore their second pattern 
insignia all the way until the end. 

It seems, due to the war, ROL Dr. Ley was never able to 
complete the rank system. The NSDAP Organizational books only 
address completely the party faithful leadership ranks (“Der 
Hoheitstriéger”). For example it specifically states that an 
Ortsgruppenteiter and Kreisleiter could only hold the top five ranks 
within their level (Orts and Kreis), and that they would start at the 
lowest of those five ranks. However, a point system was in place 
that was the basis for the transition of the political leaders (from 
the second pattern insignia) over to the new rank system. This point 
system also allowed a higher rank depending on the number of 


(Ortsgruppe Politischer-LieterAnwarter (nicht-Pg,), 


Ortsgruppe Arbeitsleiter 
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Tabs 


points. The calculation of points was based on years of service and 
several other complicated factors. 

The Reich level tab colors remained the same. The Gau level 
tab was changed to a orange red with dark red (wine) piping. The 
Kreis level tab was changed to a darker brown with white piping. 
The Orts level tab remained the same. 

Many Gau and Kreis level Political Leaders simply upgraded 
their existing uniforms. For example many Kreis Political Leaders 
changed the color of their tab piping and tunics to white, but 
continued to use and wear the old rank insignia, Many Gau Political 
Leaders used the existing red piped tunics and when promoted, 
changed to the new collar tabs. So their tunics were piped in red, 
while the tabs were piped in the dark red (wine). 

Note that Political Leaders in the ranks of Abschnittsleiter and 
above were authorized to wear the metal device tabs as well as the 
embroidered type. Many of these high leaders’ embroidered tabs 
were finely made with bullion wire. 


Ortsgruppe Hauptbereitschaftsleiter: 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Ortsgruppe Oberg 


3 
5 
5 
8 
& 


rank at the Orts level. 


Kreisleitung Politischer-Leiter-Anwai 


ht-P, 


(nic 


reisleitung Politischer-Leiter-Anwarter 
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Dienftrangab3eichen der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAP. 
in der Rreisleitung 


iu 


Politifeher-Ceiter- —_potitifcrer-Ceiter- felfer Oberhelfer 
Aniwoiicter (Micht-Pg.) — Anvuitter (Pg.) 


28 HHH 


Arbeitsteiter Ober- Abfthnitisieiter 
Arbeitsteiter abetstlter abjdutitsicter avidamreiter 


Bee 985 


Bereit{thartstciter Ober. faupt- ove 
ereseoUMsielters sisgnegivieliet, Gaish a pole Berelesieiter — secettaieiter: _Berrimelelter 
Einfaleiter Ober- fiaupt- Dienftieiter 

Einfahiciter infagiciter 


BF i 


Gemeinfthaftsteiter 
Gemainffistetee Gemeinftratsieter 


Sonderbeauftragter Aalefeauenithafis- Sonftige suspeymuebene 
Dee RSDP. neni Engerer Stab €rwnelterter Stab iad iar 
if j 


Bookplate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP"” showing Kreis level tabs. 
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Kreis Arbeitstleiter 


Kreis Einsatzleiter. Kreis Obergemeinsc! 


Political Leader with Ki r eines Amtes armband and Gemeinschaftsleiter tabs. 
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Collar Tabs 


Kreis Hauptgemeinschaftsleiter Kreis Abschnittsleiter 


Mize i= 


sleiter, embroidered, 


Kreis Hauptabschnittsleiter 


Kreis level political leader with Hauptabschnittsleite 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Kreis Oberbereichsleiter, embroidered, Kreis Hauptbereichsleiter, embroidered. 
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iter, embroidered (ri 
nderbe: 


ht side), Note high 
agter (left side) 
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Gau Arbeitsleiter: 


Left: Gau Helfer (RZM Standardmuster pair), Note Collar tabs tagged like this were 
used as examples for m: 
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Dienftcangab3eichen der Politifchen Leiter der nspDap. 
in dec Gauleitung 


Potitifrer-Coiter- litifrher-Leite 
nace (niat-Do.) Pamuetee (pny See 


Airbeitsteiter Abfthnittsteiter fiaupt- 
arveusiitee anaiee Abe ci Abfchnittsteiter 


Bereitfthafisteiter Bereisieiter 


jaupt- 
Beretfnatselter Becetfttteter 


Ober- faupt- 
Gereimsieiter Bereichsieiter 


Eingayteit Dienftieiter Over. jt. 
ones Ainjanttter in vameier Dienjtieiter pintteliee 


Gemei it chs 
Bre eet oi geaeumnanalsiet Gemoltftofsteter Sefenisieee gofeiseite 


Abseichen fiir Frauenfchaftsleiterinnen 


Bookplate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing Gau level tabs. 
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Gau Oberbereitschaftsleiter (RZM Standardmuster pair), 


Gau Haupteinsatzleiter Gau Gemeinschaftsleiter 
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Collar Tabs 


Gau Obergemeinschaftsleiter political leader: Courtesy o 


Gau Abschnittsleiter, bullion embroidered, 
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(RZM Standardmust 


Gau Oberabschnittsleiter: 


Gau Hauptabschnittsleiter 


Gau Bereichsleiter, embroidered. 
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Collar Tabs 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Gau Oberbereichsleiter, embroidered. Gau Hauptbereichsleiter: 


Gau level political leader with Hauptbereichsleiter tabs visible. 
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Collar Tabs 


Gau Dienstleiter, embroidered, Gau Oberdienstleiter, embroidered. 


ZM Standardmuster pair) 


Gau Befel 


leiter 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Deputy Gauleiter and Befehisleiter Karl Scharizer with unidentified Kreisleiter. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis. 


Collar Tabs 


Gau Hauptbefehisleiter, embroidered, Note this rank does not exist in the 1943 
“Organisationsbuch der NSDAP", but subsequent publications validate that it was 
introduced after 1942-1943. 


Gauleiter; cello embroidery with gold bullion highlights. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Left: Gauleiter collar tab with gold bullion highlights. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
Right: Gauleiter collar tab with gold bullion highlights. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Collar Tabs 


Gauleiter Fritz Wachtler: Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis. 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Collar Tabs 


Dienftrangab3eichen der Politifchen Leiter der NSDAP. 
in der Reichsleitung 


olitifiher-Leiter- litiftrer-Ceiter- 
Be eh (Do) fetfer overhelfer 


Arbeitsteiter ber Abfcinittsteiter Ober- foupt- 
acbetstiter arbetseiter Ab(thnitisteiter —_Ab{chnittsteiter 


Bereitfmaftsieiter Ober- jaupt- Bereithsteiter Ober- 
i Bereltfchaftsieiter eretftatsteter Berelchsieiter Bereltnstelter 


Einfapieiter Ober- “g Dienftleiter Ober- ‘oupt- 
ie cinjayietier———exnanteter Dienfeiter ———_-peniicter 


Gemeli leits Befehisieiter Ober. jaupt- 
emciniaRsleier siavatselic Gemetninersteter eferislatier, _aftottietter 


Reimhsleiter 


Ab3eichen fiir Frauenfchaftsleiterinnen 


jeaufteagt Gonftige 
Sonderb 
once nsDAp. - Relthsfeauenfilhrerin Engerer Stab Erweiterter Stab nuttin 


Bookplate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing Reich level tabs. 
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Reich Oberhelfer (RZM Standardmuster pair), 


Reich Helfer (RZM Standardmuster pair), 


Reich Gemeinschaftsleiter Reich Obergemeinschaftsleiter. 
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Collar Tabs 


Bereichsleiter, embroidered, 


Reich Oberbereichsleiter; embroidered. 
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Reich Hauptbereichsleiter (RZM Standardmuster pair). 


Reich Dienstleiter (RZM Standardmuster pair) 


Reich Oberdienstleiter; embroidered, 


Collar Tabs 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


NSDAP Reichsleiter (left side), NSDAP Reichsleiter (left side). Courtesy of Bruce Beck  NSDAP Reichsleiter (right side) in bullion wire 
embroidery. Courtesy of Clyde R. Davis 
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Reich Sonderbeauttragter (left side). 


NSDAP Reichsleiter: 
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Uniforms of the } 


helm Grimm, Reichsleiter and Chief 7 Taal 
ber of the Party Court. Grimrr 
e being retired, Cou 


known example of a 1939 Pattern 
stat it t n off of 


Collar Tabs 


Reverse views of typical 1939 pattern Political Leader 
collar tabs showing paper RZM tags. 


CHAPTER ELEVEN 


MEDALS AND REGALIA 


Assorted Gau and Kreis tinnies and party day pins. Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh 
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Medals and Regalia 


tions for (left to right) 10, 15 and 25 years’ service. Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh 


arty District Commemorative Badge for 1923. Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh Party District Commemorative Badge for 1925, Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh 
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Medals and Regalia 
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Above: Cased NSDAP 25 year long service medal with stick pin and button hole device. Courtesy of Dan Tarkington 


Opposite: Cased NSDAP 15 year long service medal. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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Gau Baden Commemorative Badge. Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh 


Left: Small Golden Party Badge awarded to the first 100,000 members. Courtesy of 
Bruce Beck 


Below: Enamel pins for the DAF; two for Kreis level and one for Gau level. Courtesy Right: Large Golden Party Badge awarded to the first 100,000 members. Courtesy of 
of Bob Kresbaugh Bruce Beck 
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Medals and Regalia 


Assorted enamel pins for the NS Frauenschaft (National Socialist Women's Association) for Orts, Kreis, and Gau level. Courtesy of Bob Kresbaugh 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


A named Blood Order (Blutorden) grouping to an Austrian Party leader The Blood 
Order was awarded to those who participated with Hitler in the Putsch i 
on November 9, 1923. Bottom: Reverse of the Blood Order medal. Court 
Bruce Beck 


wich 


= 


Medals and Regalia 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 
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Uniforms of the NSDAP 


NSDAP funeral sash presented by Adolf Hitler to the widow of General Dietl."Der 
Fahrer” style. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Funeral wreath sash for a presentation wreath; "Adolf Hitler" style. 
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@° Der Gauleiter 


> Von Tirol - Vorarlberg 


Medals and Regalia 


NSDAP. 


Ortsgruppe | 
Deucht-Brodersdorf }} 


Opposite: Enamel election sign for Adolf Hitler c. 1932. The sign reads "Our Reich President, the German front soldier 


Uniforms of the NSDAP 


Tornifter 
mit Derke, Jeltbahn und flochgefthitr 


Brotbeutel 
mit Feldflafche 


Schwalbennefter fiir Spielmanns - 
Spieimannszugfitheer und Mufikziige 


Orisgruppe firels Gou 
Tafel 28 


Book plate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing “swallow’s nests" at the Gau, Kreis, and Ortsgruppe level. 
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RZM Standardmuster pattern set of “swallow’s nests” for Reich level Musiker 
(Musician), wartime design. The only Reich level musical units were assigned to the 
three Ordensburgen schools 


NSDAP flag bearer gorget. 


NSDAP Bandolier for Orts level, used to carry party flags by Standart bearer, 
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Ehrenwaffe 
Des Politifthen Loiters 


WY 


Bruft{hild Beuftfchitd 
fle Fahnentediger fle Steelfendienst 


Diftolengehiinge 
35 mm brelt in Leder 


Bandelier 
flit Fahnentediger der fireisteitung 
(Ortsgruppe; helletes Broun mit heliblauer Einfagjung) 


2, Ausfilheung 40 mm breit 
goldfarben gewicht 


_ a 


Tafel 27 


Book plate from 1943 “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" showing Bandelier, holster rigs, and gorgets. 
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Politifcher Leiter Politifther Leiter 
im Sportanjug im Troiningsanzug 


Tofel 15 


Book plate from 1943 "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP” showing political leader sports and training suit. 


Medals and Regalia 


Left: Small’ metal Adolf Hitler bust 
black marble base. Such busts ofte 
of Political Leaders, 


white veined Bottom left: Life size Hitler bust on black marble base. 
med the offices This kind was often displayed in government buildings. 


Above:""Der Fuhrer" porcelain by Willy Exner: Below. 
“Rosenthal trademark to reverse porcelain painting, 


Left: Bronze metal “NUrnberg-style” desk eagle on a 
mottled marble base; a popular decorator in Political 
Leader offices. 
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Medals and Regalia 


RZM tagged metal devices fo 
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Above: Metal holster device for dress rig, Inset: Reverse of device showing RZM 


Abo 


quali 


NSDAP honor weapon (Ehrenwaffe) worn by Political Lead 
0 carry them 


st 


Right: Political Le 
d a profic 


iad to qualify in order to carry the honor 
ncy booklet authorizing the wear and use of it. 


Opposite: Period poster of Adolf Hitler. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 


PERIOD PUBLICATIONS AND DOCUMENTS 


Above:The seven editions of the "Organisationsbuch der NSDAP”, | 936-1943, along. 
wate 1935 Party Statistics and '938 Gau and Kreis map and statistics book. Note 

‘the “Organisationsbuch der NSDAP" was published in 1936, three times in 1937, 
1938, 1940, and 1943. 


Right: Block and Zellenleiter handbook, c, 1936 
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tony 


“Der Hoheitstrager’, a special periodical for NSDAP Political Leaders, which was published by ROL Dr Ley. Note 
these were for Political Leaders only and each one was serial numbered on the back to account for them. 


Various issues of “Der Schulungsbrief", a monthly publication of the NSDAP also published by the ROL. 
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Trationatfosialii': | 
a yxbucl) 
938 


Right: Protective leather case for a unique presentation folio to Gauleiter Josef Grohé from the 
NSD-Studentenbund of Gau Kéin-Aachen, 


Below: Presentation pages of the special folio to Gauleiter Grohé, 6 November | 937. 


STA eee 
GROHE 


ONowaber 
oom Ff 


Ga Ktu-Aachea > 
7 
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Four hand-lettered parchment pages of the unique presentation to Gauleiter Grohe, listing the "Ten Laws of the German Student”. 


Below, left: Presentation document given to Adolf Hitler by Gauleiter Josef Wagner:The front cover has an image of 
Germany in a shaded format, with the specific Gau being identified in red. Right:The first page of the document 
identifying this as being from the Gau Westfalen Sud. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
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The proclamation done in calligraphy stating the Gau accomplishments and signed 
by Gauleiter Wagner, Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


Right: Period picture of Gauleiter Dr, Alfred Meyer of the Gau Westfalen-Nord, 


Opposite: Period picture of Gauleiter Julius Streicher of Franken. 
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REICHSLEITER MARTIN HORMANN, FOWRERNAUProUARY 


Ti 


_REICHSLEITER MARTIN BORMAN, 


Above:A high quality presentation edition of Mein Kampf" done in vellum. Courtesy 
of Bruce Beck 


Top righ 


ationary taken from Reichsleiter Bormann’s office. Courtesy of Bruce 
Beck 


Right:Two pieces of stationary taken from Reichsleiter Bormann's office. Courtesy of 
Bruce Beck 
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‘Relchsminifier De, Gans Seanh BerlinDabiem, 4.April 1939. 
- naeeteape to 


Sehr gechrter Perteigenosse Pichler! 


Pir die 20 Lebenewiirdigon Hinsche sur Geburt 
unsere Zohnes Nicklas bitte ich Sie sugleich im Xa~ 
‘aen einer Frou, unseren herslichaten Dank enteegen— 
sunehaen, 

fir haben uns aufrichtig Uber Thr Gedenken ge- 
freut. 


Hox Hitler! 


Wve: Reichsleiter Alfred Rosenberg. C 


right: A letter signed by Reichsminister Syess-l 
rtesy of Bruce Beck 


i A letter signed by Gaul 
motion to SS-Ober 
rtesy of Bruce Beck 


isfuhrer Himmler reg 


id in green pencil by F 


Rationalfostaliftifibe Orutfide Arbesterpartes 


nrich Hi Gan MarttemberarHobengottern 


‘er auleiter Stuttgart, den 2. Februar 1942. 


Herma 
Heichsfihrer SS Hicnler 


‘Pihrerhauptquartier.—_ 


Lieber Partoigenosse Hinsler! 

ber seine vou Fuhrer sun 30. Januar 1342 
‘aungesprochene Boférderung sun SS-Obergruppen— 
fihrer habe ich mich aufrichtig gefreut. Ich danke 
such Ihnen dafiir und fir die freundlichen Winsche, 
die Sie mir su dieser Beftrderung auagesprochen 


haber 
Mist kanoradschaftlichen Griiden und 


Hos) Hitler! _ 
Thr 
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ear Gauleiver Joes prerrerey 


Heil witvier! 


Vlei 


‘Ubersittelten Griisse und Winscke anlislich 
Freeanng ss Reichsstatthalter danke ich bestens. 


‘Weil Hitler! 
Thr 


Weil niziery * 


Dein 
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: 
\ letter signed by Reichsminister Hans Frank to Reichsleiter Fiehler: Courtesy 
Beck 


:A signed letter from Gauleiter Rainer: Courtesy of Bruce Beck 

eft:A signed letter from Gauleiter Birckel. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 

ight:A signed letter from Gauleiter Eigruber: Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
letter si high-ranking Political Leader delivering documents to 
peter abt 

‘A signed letter from Gauleiter Henlein. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


etter signed by Reichsjugendithrer Axmann to Reichsleiter Von Schirach, 
of Bruce Beck 
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5 if 


ter ul Gieriler b 
chen 
Gaul tune 


Sehr gookrter Pnrtotgonossn 


Toh hibe atch her thre citi 
Befirderuns wun 29-Obernrun 
Leven Wingohe Pir sich uné w 


ust he 


Top left: A signed letter from Gauleiter Jury. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 
Above: Cover of NSDAP membership booklet. 


Left: Inside showing membership booklet dated 1932 


Opposite 

Top: This book belonged to Alfred Arnold Sr. He was an SS-Brigadefiihrer and Gau 
Amtsleiter, with the rank of Hauptabschnittsleiter, in Wirttemberg-Hohenzollem. 
This shows his member number to be 595088; he joined the party in 1931 


Bottom: Arnold served on the staff of Reichsleiter Walter Darré and Reichsfihrer- 
SS Heinrich Himmler, Here the three are pictured, along with Amold’s wife and 
others at their farm. Gauleiter Wilhelm Murr is also visible behind Arnold Sr 
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Gauleiter Bernhard Rust of the Gau Sid Hannover: Braunschweig pictured wearing the early style Gauleiter collar 
tabs. Courtesy of Bruce Beck 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Deutsche Arbeitsfront or German Labor Front 
Hitler Jugend or Hitler Youth 
Nationalsozialistische or National Socialist 
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 
or Nation Socialist German Workers Party 
Nationalsozialistisches Kraftfahrkrops 
or National Socialist Motor Corp 
Political Leader 
Political Organization 
Reichsarbeitsdienst or Reich Work Service 
Reich Organizational Leader 
Reichszeugmeisterei or National material control office 


Sturmabteilung, or Storm Troops 
Schutzstaffel, or Protection Guard 
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ADDENDUM 


(late additions) 


Pre-1939 Gauleiter tunic and visor with early claw belt. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Post-1939 style Bandmasters Gau level tunic with the Gau level swallow’s nest indicating that rank 
(Spielmannszugfiihrer), Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Above: Close up view of the Gau level swallow’s nest indicating the rank of Bandmasters and Drum Major Below: 


Reverse view of Gau level swallews nest with RZM tag. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Post-1939 Gauleiter tunic and visor: Note the Blood Order ribbon in the pocket. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Close up view of the Gauleiter armband, Courtesy of Richa 
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Post-/939 Gauleiter tunic and visor with brocade belt, holster, and aiguillette. Note this was also a Blood Order 
recipient with ribbon displayed in the pocket buttonhole. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Addendum 


Reichsleiter Dr, Wilhelm Frick’s double-breasted tunic. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Close up view of the armband on Dr: Wilhelm Frick’s double-breasted tunic. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Addendum 


Reichsleiter Dr; Robert Ley's tunic with brocade belt, holster, and aiguillette. Courtesy of Richard Horton 
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Camouflage Uniforms of the Waffen-SS 
A Photographic Reference 
Michael Beaver 


Finally a book that unveils the shroud of mystery surrounding Waffen- 
SS camouflage clothing. Illustrated here, both in full color and in 
contemporary black and white photographs, this unparalleled look 
at Waffen-SS combat troops and their camouflage clothing will ben- 
efit both the historian and collector, 

ize: 8172"x11" * 1,000+ color & b/w photos * 296 pp. 
ISBN; 0-88740-803-6 » hard cover * $79.95 


Camouflage Uniforms of the German Wehrmacht 
* Manufacturers * Zeltbahnen * Headgear * Fallschirmjiiger 
Smocks * Army Smocks + Padded Uniforms * Leibermuster + 
‘Tents * Non-Regulation Clothes * Post War * 

Wemer Palinckx with Dr. J.F. Borsarello 


An indispensable guide for historians, collectors and military mod- 
elers, this book finally resolves the confusion surrounding many of 
the WWII Wehrmacht (both Army and Luftwaffe) patterns and gar- 
ments and establishes a complete and concise system of identifica- 
tion and terminology. A comparative section with post-war fabrica- 
tions is added as a tool for authentication. More than 10 different 
camouflage patterns are covered, including the super rare carbon 
overprint and Leibermuster. Authentic zeltbahns, helmet covers, caps, 
smocks, winter clothing, anti-gas outfits, body aprons, tents and more. 
Size: 9"x12" over 580 color & b/w photos * 288 pp. 
ISBN: 0-7643-1623-0 » hard cover * $79.95 


Afrikakorps 
+ Amy * Luftwaffe * Kriegsmarine * 
‘Tropical Uniforms, Insignia & Equipment 
of the German Soldier in World War II 
Robert Kurtz 


The ultimate visual guide for collectors of WWII German tropical 
uniforms! Using actual items from top Afrikakorps collections — 
tunics, headgear, insignia, documents, field gear — as well as many 
WWII era photographs, this book covers it all in color. From mint 
issue items, to rare sun- -bleached tunics and caps, the wide variety of 
tropical uniforms used by the Army, Luftwaffe, Kriegsmarine and 
Waffen-SS are illustrated in superb large format photography, 
including up-close detai 
Size: 9"x12" + over 730 color, b/w photographs * 340 pp. 
ISBN: 0-7643-1920-5 + hard cover * $79.95 


Personal Groupings, Award Documents, 
and Ephemera of Rommel's Afrikakorps 
Robert Kurtz 


For German military document collectors this volume has a treasure 
trove of rare Afrikakorps related award documents, propaganda leaf- 
lets, Soldbuchs, Wehrpass and Remembrance/Death cards. Includes 
both Allied and German/Italian propaganda leaflets, A frikakorps field 
newspapers, and two field-made newsletters associated with the 
Sonderverband 288 unit. We have also assembled several complete 
Afrikakorps veteran groupings and every known document variant 
of the AFRIKA cuffband and Italian-German Medal. 
Size: 9"x12" + 250+ color and b/w photos * 144 pp 
ISBN: 0-7643-2113-7 + hard cover * $59.95, 


German Parat 
Uniforms, Insignia & Equipment of the Fallschirmjager 
in World War II 
Robert Kurtz 


The uniforms and equipment of the elite German Fallschirmjiger is 
the subject of this detailed, i 

i insignia, helmets, visor caps, gloves, knee pads 
and more — are shown in superb color photos. Unpublished World 
War II era photos show uniforms and equipment being worn on a 
variety of war fronts, Also included is a short chapter covering other 


12" * over 300 color & b/w photos * 192 pp. 
ISBN: 0-7643-1040-2 * hard cover * $59.95 


Published 
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